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IP OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND IN THE
SILICON VALLEY OF CHINA

Most Innovative Chinese

its sister company

A firm known for its
focus on intellectual
property looks to China
and other key Asian
markets to expand its
client base.
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Carl Bruce is a principal in the
Dallas office of Fish & Richardson
P.C., where he handles bet the
company patent litigation for
clients across the U.S., Europe and
Asia. Reach him at bruce@fr.com.
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How has patent
litigation in this area
changed over the years?
What litigation trends
are you seeing for
Asian companies?

of all patent filings in

from less than 50 percent
2007. This growth has
mostly been driven by
patent filings in China.
As such, we are beginning to see these compa-

We work with our clients to develop
strategies that provide flexibility‚
which is critically important in the
rapidly changing business and
legal environment.
nies seek to enforce their
patent rights here in the
U.S. and throughout the
world. For example, there
have been a number of
Asian companies that have
used the International
Trade Commission (ITC)
to seek exclusion orders
barring importation of
products that infringe on
their patents. This is particularly notable since one
of the ITC requirements is
that in order for a company
to proceed with an action
in the ITC, they have to
not only have a patent they
want to enforce but they
must also have significant
capital, plant or equipment, personnel, R&D, or
licensing investment in
the U.S.
For most of our Asian
clients, we often have to
evaluate the implications
of patent litigation, both
enforcement and defense,

in multiple jurisdictions,
including in the U.S.,
Europe, China, Japan
and Korea.
Fish has a prominent
practice in Taiwan and
South Korea, working
with industry titans like
Samsung and LG. Tell us
about the firm’s work for
companies in this region
and some of its more recent successes.
Fish is a powerhouse IP litigation firm for top South
Korean and Taiwanese
companies, representing
companies most involved
in U.S. disputes. We work
with leading technology
companies for litigation
and patent prosecution
matters, in technologies
ranging from mobile
handsets to displays
to biosimilars.
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of biosimilar products.
The case involved the
drug Renflexis®, our client’s Samsung Bioepis’s
biosimilar of the rheumatoid arthritis drug
Remicade,® which has
$5 billion in annual U.S.
sales. The win allowed
Samsung Bioepis to fully
launch Renflexis in
the U.S.
Also last year, Fish
won a big case at the ITC
for Taiwan-based client

Since 2013, you’ve been
a member of the
IPO Asian Practice
Committee and have participated in three of its
Asia fact-finding trips.
How has that helped you
better represent
your clients?

to make strategic and
legal decisions regarding
their operations.
What IP issues keep your
Chinese clients up at
night and what advice do
you give them?

Are there any other hot
issues on the horizon
that you are tracking?
We are definitely
watching the current
trade war and its effects
on the legal landscape.
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