Top PCT filing firms revealed

For the first time, Managing IP lists the patent
firms filing the most PCT applications in the 14
biggest markets

he tables listing the top PCT filers published in this arti-

cle rank firms according to the number of PCT applica-

tions that they filed that were due for national stage
entry during 2009.

The tables are based on details of PCT applications pub-
lished on WIPO’s website. To compile the tables, PCT appli-
cations with a priority date between July 1 2006 and June 30
2007 were extracted. These correspond to applications due
to enter the national phase from January 1 to December 31
this year.

Once extracted, these applications were sorted according
to the law firm or patent agency that filed the PCT applica-
tion, based on the “agent name” and “agent address” cate-
gories in the PCT form. A manual checking process ensured
that all cases filed by each firm were included, even where
it used different names or addresses during the period in
question.

The firms are listed in order of the number of applications
filed in their jurisdiction. Firms with offices in more than one
country may be included in the table in each jurisdiction.

The overall table ranks the firms with the most PCT appli-
cations worldwide.

Managing IP acknowledges the help of inovia in com-
piling and verifying the data on which the tables are based.
In the interests of full disclosure, comparable statistics
relating to the number of PCT applications inovia will
introduce into the national stage this year are included in
the relevant tables.

Managing IP also invited other service providers to submit
details of the number of PCT applications they will introduce
to the national phase. However none did so.

The tables are provided for readers’ information only.
Managing IP does not recommend or endorse any particular
firms for PCT or other work.
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Unitalen Attorneys at Law
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and Crew LLP

Shiga International Patent Office
Degi Intellectual Property Law
Corporation

Foley & Lardner LLP
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Aoyama & Partners

Blakely Sokoloff Taylor & Zafman
Eikoh Patent Firm
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Harakenzo World Patent
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